
Welcome Back… Your Destiny is Great! 
We are delighted to welcome you Back to School. In a special way 
we welcome the first year class of 2026, sophomore class of 2025, 
the junior class of 2024 and yes the graduating senior class of 2023!!! 

This year is a year of God’s blessings and divine favor and I want you 
to know that “God loves you, Christ Saves you and He is Alive…” this 
is Pope Francis message to you as we make the journey this year. 

I am very excited to welcome back Dr. Kevin Johnson as the Director 
for Music and the Bowman Scholar Program at the Lyke House.  
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In his words Dr. Johnson writes: “I am extremely excited to be back 
at the Lyke House as Director of Music. Fr. Mark and I share a passion 
for the ministry of the Lyke House and are planning a very exciting 
and productive academic year for us all.  As we prepare for our trip 
to Rome, let us all commit ourselves to representing Lyke House, 
black people everywhere, the diversity of our students at Georgia 
State and the Archdiocese of Atlanta in an amazing and inspiring 
way. I know that our year together in ministry will reap a harvest of 
blessings for ourselves and others.” 

We thank Dr. Johnson for his love and commitment to musical 
excellence for our collegians in higher education, as well as, the gift 
of himself and artistry to the Lyke House Ministry.  

! 27 Students from Lyke House to Participate in 
ASCO Summit-Rome, Italy 

 This Summit is organized by ASCO-Rome, the Lyke House-USA, in 
collaboration with the Papal Foundation 'Scholas Occurrentes. The 
meetings and sessions of the Summit will be held at the Sapienza 
University of Rome, School of Aerospace Engineering in Via Salaria.  

ASCO, which means “Assumpta Science Center Ofekata - Owerri” is an 
initiative under the auspices of the Pontifical Council for Culture (PCC) the 
Vatican Dicastery for Culture and Education.  



The theme for this year Summit is: Global Fraternity and Solidarity among 
Young People in Faith, Science and Culture in the vision of Fratelli Tutti 
and Laudato Si.  
Lyke House participation in the ASCO Summit in Rome is special and a 
strong expression of our global solidarity among young people and 
fraternity charity with underprivileged young people around the world in 
accordance with Pope France Encyclical Fratelli Tutti and Christus Vivit. We 
have 27 Students form the Lyke House Catholic Newman Center-USA 
delegation, coming from the schools we serve: Morehouse College, 
Spelman College Glee Club and Georgia State University. Spelman Glee 
Club under the direction of Dr. Kevin Johnson will perform two concerts in 
Rome and sing for the opening and closing Mass of the Summit. The 
Summit highlight is a Special Audience with our Holy Father Pope Francis 
within the context of the General Wednesday Audience on September 7, 
2022. We will then visit the Vatican dicastery to learn how the Vatican 
operates with a pilgrimage to the Sistine Chapel where popes are elected.  



Fr. Mark’s Message  
This year my message to you our dear students is growth in faith, determination, 
perseverance and solidarity on the journey to success in your academics, ministry and 
forming faith communities on campus. Let this school year be characterized by 
intellectual charity, the standard by which the vessels of our minds and hearts are 
filled. Intellectual Charity is an aspect of charity that involves kindness, gentleness, and 
an act of love in sharing knowledge and leading young minds to the Truth. It requires 
patience, empathy and generosity in the process of sharing knowledge and seeking 
the truth in this intellectual environment of higher education. It involves integrity, 
honesty, and sacrifice as you work hard for a good harvest. 

As Dr. Prince says: “The harvest is God’s provision for us and blessings for others. The 
preparation is the exercise of your faith, the ability to climb any mountain, defeat any 
obstacle, and persevere through it all just as your ancestors did. You stand tall because 
you have the blood line of some strong heroes and sheroes.”  

I want to express my thanks and appreciation to Rudy Schlosser-Assistant Campus 
Minister for the Lyke House AUC and GSU Communities. We are most grateful to all 
our friends, benefactors, students and those who support our annual golf tournament. 
We are grateful to the Archdiocese of Atlanta for its commitment to the Lyke House. 

May God bless you all beyond measure. Welcome back! Your destiny is great!  
Photo with Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer on our update visit for the Summit in Rome. 



Lyke House Year of Excitement-Updates 
July 4, 2022- Summer Students Visits Lyke House Museum-Gallery   
August 28, 2022- Back To School Mass and Send off Blessings for 
the Rome, Italy Summit at 10:30am. Mass will be streamed. 
September 2022 The Word Among Us Special College Edition 
feature a beautiful article on the Lyke House titled “Forming the 
Church of Today and Tomorrow: the Story of Lyke House Campus 
Ministry” by Deacon Keith Strohm 

September 4-10, 2022- ASCO Summit in Rome, Italy 
October 16, 2022- Lyke House 23rd Dedication Mass Celebration           
and Home Coming Concert to Launch Digital Library 

October 19, 2022- Lyke House 7th Annual Golf Tournament at Flat 
Creek Golf Course in Peachtree City. 8am-To benefit our Student 
Ministry Program (Bowman and Newman Scholars). 

November 1, 2022 -7pm Tolton Play - From Slave to Priest Coming 
to Atlanta Live on Stage at Lyke House. Please save the date. 

!   Welcome back Bowman Scholars! 
Bowman Scholars Rehearsal for Rome begin Thursday 7:00pm in 
preparation for the opening liturgy of the academic year on Sunday 
August 28 10:30 am. This mass will also serve as a “sendoff” for our 
trip to Rome. Bowman Scholars still accepting applications for 
vocalists and instrumentalists. If you are interested in ministry and 
music, contact Dr. Johnson kjohns10@spelman.edu. 

!  Welcome Back Newman Scholars- Student Ministry Assistant 
Our weekly Faith Formation on Discipleship at the Lyke House is 
Thursday 7:00pm. We will resume after we return from Rome. 

mailto:kjohns10@spelman.edu


!Lyke House to Produce a Book on the Archbishop James P. Lyke 
Museum-Gallery of Faith, Art and Culture. The Book will be 
produced by the end of Fall 2022 to launch the Digital Library-Art 
Gallery Project, Black Catholic Music History Archive and Liturgical 
Music Resources (Dr. Kevin Johnson is helping to build this component 
with his expertise in liturgical music). It is our hope that this Newman 
Center and Archbishop Lyke Museum-Gallery of Faith, Art and Culture 
be a place to inspire faith, heritage and evangelization in the digital age 
for our young people and all who come through the Lyke House-USA. 

! The Lyke House Annual Golf Tournament: This year we celebrate the 7th 
Anniversary for our Annual Golf Tournament on October 19, 2022 at 
Flat Creek Golf Course in Peachtree City. Please consider participating 
by playing or through sponsorship. You can give by playing or you can 
play by giving or you can do both. We are looking forward to seeing 
and hearing from you. 

!Coming to ATL- Tolton Play Live on Stage at Lyke House Nov. 1st, 2022 

  The Lyke House Advisory Council                                            
New Terms for Council Members 2022-2025 

Can you imagine, we have completed seven years since I began this 
journey with some of you on July 1, 2015. I want to thank all our council 
members for making this remarkable journey with our students and I. 
These seven years have been great and I am extremely grateful. In the 



last few years, I noticed how the impact of COVID 19 impeded the 
council’s ability to meet in person and meet regularly. These have been 
very difficult times for some especially when we are care providers for 
our elderly, children or spouse. I just want to thank each of you for your 
love and commitment to the Lyke House and our dear students. 

On Dedication Sunday, October 16, 2022, we will commission council 
members for a new term of three years commitment (2022-2025). Each 
council member term is renewable for two terms to avoid burn out. 
Please let me know if you are interested in the 2022-2025 term as Lyke 
House Council Members. The Lyke House Council meets quarterly. It is 
headed by a chairperson and three officers (vice chair, treasurer and 
secretary. This new term will focus on formation and our call to be 
Missionary Disciples, the Body of Christ and the Exercise of Leadership, 
Accompaniment of Collegians and Servant Leadership. We will use a 
resource book title “In Service to the Parish and the Church” by Dr. 
Susan M. Timoney, STD and Pope Francis Joy of the Gospel- Evangelii 
Gaudium. May God bless you as we make the journey.  Fr. Mark. 

 Students Visits Lyke House Memorial Gallery and Art. 
Evangelization of young people through Archbishop James P. Lyke 
Gallery of Faith, Art and Culture. Students have the opportunity to 
read Archbishop Lyke’s letter 
to Pope John Paul II 
accepting his appointment as 
Bishop.




