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Developing Moral Leaders for the Future by Fr. Urey P. Mark-Chaplain

“Young people have the right to be stimulated to make sound moral judgements
based on a well-formed conscience and to put them into practice with a sense of
personal commitment, and to know and love God more perfectly.” (GE, 1)
It is a great gift and joy to
journey with our young
people as they matriculate in
the universities and colleges
served by Lyke House-The
Catholic Center at the AUC.
These schools include Clark Atlanta University,
Spelman College, Morehouse College and Georgia
State University (GSU).
We are grateful to God for the many blessings we
have received this year through your generosity.
Ten Catholic Students from our Newman Center
graduated with the Class of 2017. Honorine Kwizera
from Rwanda, a student from the Lyke House was the
co-valedictorian of Spelman College. It brought
much joy to know the role faith played in her studies.

God works his miracle in our ordinary journey of life
in an amazing way. In early
August this year, Gabriel, a
young engineering student
from Morehouse College
came to the Lyke House and
asked to join the Bowman
Scholar Ministry. I asked him “What gift do you
bring?” He answered, “I can play the instrument.”
Which instrument? He said “the piano.” And I said
“lets go to my office for an interview.” I discovered
that Gabriel is truly a gift. He came just on time when
we needed an organist. As a Catholic, he needed a
place to worship and practice his faith with his peers.
The Lyke House provides such a
place and a home away from home
for our students. Gabriel is one of
our five students from Lyke House
to join us on the Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land and Rome in December.

Our Second Annual Spring Golf Tournament was
also a great success. We raised $21,240.00 to support
our Student Ministry Assistant Program. This fund
will benefit six students in our program.
The Bowman Scholar Program and Music Ministry
of the Lyke House has taken on a new dynamic. In
addition to it’s spiritual grounding, it may be a life
changing ministry for our young people. It is focused
on our young adults and it is led by them.

At the heart of this ministry is connecting our
students with the mission of the church in the world
through forming christian conscience to make sound
moral judgement and educating them to know and
love God and neighbor more perfectly.
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~ Feature Story ~
Interview with Honorine Kwizera
2017 Co-Valedictorian of Spelman College
Fr. Mark: So how did you get to Spelman?
Honorine: It was a scholarship. As you know I told you my
parents really encouraged us to study and to do well in our
studies. So after I ﬁnished high school, I was among the
students with the highest grade. We had to write an exam, go
through a series of interviews and demonstrate an ability to
read and write English. So I got the scholarship; its called the
Fr. Mark: Hello Honorine it is with great joy and

Presidential Scholarship and thats how I came to the USA. I

thanksgiving to God that we invite you to share your had the choice to choose between 17 schools in the South and
story of success with our Lyke House family, friends, Spelman was among them. I was like this could be a good
and the Archdiocese of Atlanta in our fall newsletter. school for me. That’s how I came here.
So, tell us how it all begun?
I didn’t even think I would ﬁnd a Catholic place when I got
Honorine: Well, I grew up in Rwanda in the capital
here. And so when I came here, a group of African students
city of Kigali. I have my two parents and three
siblings. My parents always wanted me to excel at from Spelman and Morehouse brought me to the Lyke House. I
what I do and they wanted me to be educated. So
they sent me to school. That is how it all began.

was like wow this is so nice. So I was just mesmerized by the

Lyke House. I was like this is where I need to be and ever since

Fr. Mark:What town did you grow up in and what then I come here, I like it here, its like my family.
was it like as a little girl?
Honorine: Wow! I grew up in this place called
Nyamirambo its in Kigali. It’s a really small town.
Actually sometimes it reminds me of the West end.

Fr. Mark: That is very very good. So now we come to the big
question. The big question is how did you feel when you were
told you are the school valedictorian of Spelman

It does have a high level of crime. But it’s beautiful Honorine: I was like wow I got an email….they were like you
and people are so nice and crazy. I got socialized
are the top student. I was like Oh! I am? This is interesting
there with other kids and we ran around on the
because you know I didn’t have a 4.0 Because you would think
streets. But at the age of ten, you know I understood
that it wasn’t a good place to raise a ten year old. So the valedictorian would have a 4.0. I was expecting it to be
we had to move to a better neighborhood.

somebody else that had a 4.0 since I didn’t have it. But they
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felt me. Okay its nice but I was really surprised.

It was a pleasant

other young girls that are working so hard to like

surprise but I was still

get better and improve in their studies. And that’s

surprised. So I told my

the responsibility that came with the privilege. So to

friends hat I was co-

me it felt really nice but it brought another

valedictorian. They were

responsibility but with God all things are possible.

like that’s nice all your

That is what drove my eﬀort. I’m hoping that I did

hard work paid oﬀ. Of course that’s what I thought

well and I inspired some young girls because that’s

too. But I also know I had to give speeches. I had to

what I hope to do.

write biographies and all of that. I try to encourage

A Student Ministry Assistant’s Perspective on the National Black Catholic Congress

Henry Lubin-Junior Student-Clark Atlanta University

Henry Lubin is a 20 years old Student
Ministry Assistant at the Lyke House.
Because of his great service to the Catholic
Center he was offered the opportunity to
attended the 12th National Black Catholic
Congress in Orlando Florida. It was Henry's
first time attending the Congress and for him
the gathering was unprecedented. "Truthfully
I didn’t know what to expect from the
Congress. The whole experience turned out
to be amazing! I have been in the Catholic
Church my whole life I never attended
something so powerful. This whole
experience help me change my life and
made my Faith become stronger and filled
with passion. Since I moved to this country
in January 2010 after the earthquake in
Haiti, I never seen so many Black Catholics
together which made me so happy, especially

living in Atlanta where most African
American are Baptist."
Henry was inspired by the words of Bryan
Stevenson, who is a well-known social justice
activist that challenges the bias against the
poor and people of color in the criminal
justice system. "He was my favorite speaker
out of all the speakers at the National Black
Catholic Congress XXI. He mentions many
great topics such as the right way to fight
racism; discrimination and violence. He also
talked about how staying in your comfort
zone hinders your personal growth and that
you shouldn't be scared to step out of your
comfortable little niches in order to
understand, expand, or practice your faith.
Hearing his wise words was the highlight of
the Congress for me. "As a student of the
Lyke House, Henry faces questions about

3

why he doesn't worship at a 'Black church'.
From one of the workshops he learns
important lessons about Black Catholic
history and the current level of involvement
that African Americans have within the
Catholic Church. He says, "One of the
lessons I learned was the need to know the
role Black People play in Catholic History. I
learned about some of the Black Saints, as
well as, the role of religious sisters in the
Catholic Church and the struggle for Black
Catholic priest. I was also advised to read
The History of Black Catholics in the
United States by Fr. Cyprian Davis. So
when I get back to the Catholic Student
Center, I will be sharing this book and my
knowledge with my fellow students. So they
don’t have to be afraid to say their religion
out loud on campus.
I am proud to be a Black Catholic!"

Lyke House Campus Ministry at Georgia State University
By Rudolf Schlosser

Photos above-AUC & GSU Catholic Students Meets at
Archdiocese Chancery for Young Adult Meeting 2017
Photo below-Ash Wednesday Mass at GSU

Over the 13 years of its existence, the
Catholic Collegiate Program at Georgia
State University (GSU) known as the
Catholic Students Association at GSU, has
experienced many spiritual, religious,
social, and fun events. The academic year
of 2016 to 2017 was no different; in other
words, as exciting as ever.
With the appointment of, Fr. Urey P
Mark, the Chaplain of Lyke House-The
Catholic Center at AUC we have been
able to share resources, combine efforts
and have some joint programs to benefit
our catholic students. While being
respectful of their individual identity and
uniqueness, there was much harmony
amongst the students of The Lyke House
and GSU. In fact they enjoy those shared
moments and common gathering.

Photos above-Praying the Lords Prayers at GSU Daily Mass
Photo below-Ash Wednesday Mass at GSU in the lecture hall

The main GSU highlights were as follows:
We continued the great practice of daily
Holy Mass on campus . Many students
participated on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays. And there were great
turnouts by students on the holy days of
All Saints and Ash Wednesday (over 200
GSU students were at 2 Ash Wednesday
services). Fr Mark introduced a new
program to the GSU CSA- fellowship
Wednesdays. These Wednesdays had
great Prayer, fellowship, and bonding
events including one Wednesday where
students of the Muslim students
association participated and shared
common religious similarities.
Additionally, AUC and GSU student
ambassadors along with Father Urey P.
Mark participated in the Catholic Relief

4

Services mission for justice training at the
Lyke House conducted by Michael
Trujillo of CRS-Atlanta. We learned
about global issues and how we students
can contribute to the common good. We
also learned about the importance of
spreading the word about Catholic social
teaching with awareness campaigns,
candlelight vigils, advocacy work, and
fundraising (For more information on this,
please see https://georgiabulletin.org/
news/2016/09/college-students-embracecatholic-relief-services-mission-justice/)
Finally, the apex of bring the two
communities together was GSU students
participation in theEaster Triduum at The
Lyke House. We experienced Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil
as the fullness of a catholic experience led
by Fr Urey P. Mark.

The Lyke House Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Rome is a special time for us as a community concluding the 25th
Anniversary of the Lyke House and for me as I celebrate my 10th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood. This is special
because our pilgrimages consists of 34 registered pilgrims who are connected with my ministry as a priest both in the parishes I
served and our collegians at the Lyke House and GSU Campus Ministry. This will be a journey through Faith, Spirituality, and
Celebration of the Eucharist where Christ was born, walking where Christ walked, and seeing where Miracles were performed.
On this pilgrimage, we have 5 students and 3 parents along with Rudy and I (10) from the Lyke House. We also have 13
friends from my Iowa family, 4 from St. Louis family, 1 from Louisiana, 4 biological families members and 2 dear Liberian family.
Each day in prayer at the Holy Land, we will reﬂect on the Gospel appropriate to each place we visit and celebrate the Holy
Eucharist. We will conclude this holy journey by going to Rome-the Eternal City and attend an Audience with our Holy Father
Pope Francis who will give us His Apostolic Blessings. Afterwards, we will tour the Vatican, Sistine Chapel, Fountain of Trevi, and

the major Basilicas in Rome. I eagerly look forward to being with 5each of our pilgrims on what promises to be a graced- ﬁlled
amazing journey and life long blessings. Fr. Urey P. Mark

LYKE HOUSE COLLABORATES WITH TOLTON AMBASSADORS TO HOST
TOLTON: FROM SLAVE TO PRIEST

“This is a professional Catholic Theater Production based on the life of Fr. Augustus Tolton, the
first African American priest. It is a live, one-man multimedia drama that will feature all elements of
professional theater, including set, lighting effects, video elements, and an original musical score.”
Servant of God Fr. Augustus Tolton was
born into slavery in Missouri in 1854 and
would later become ordained as a priest in
the Roman Catholic Church. He is
noteworthy for being the first recognized
African American priest ordained for the
United States. Fr. Tolton’s journey from
slave to priest is an inspirational testament
to one’s perseverance in ministry to
people of diverse backgrounds. Despite
living in times challenged by systemic
oppression, discrimination, and the
rampant denial of the God-given humanity
and personhood of people of color, Fr.
Tolton was a true witness to the love of
Jesus Christ that brings all people together
unto God the Father. It was also through
Fr. Tolton’s suffering service that Christ’s
suffering is seen, where one voluntarily
gives their life for their brothers and sisters
as a means to reconnect people to God
the Father and one another.
Fr. Tolton’s Cause for Canonization, his
official path to becoming recognized by
Catholics around the world as a “saint,”

began in March 2010 when Cardinal
Francis George of Chicago formally
announced his intention to pursue the
cause. In June 2014 Bishop Joseph Perry,
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago and
Diocesan Postulator for Fr. Tolton’s
Cause, visited Atlanta to encourage local
efforts to pray and support the cause. At
that time, a group of lay ministry leaders
and clergy gathered regularly to help
spread word of the Cause to various
parishes and parishioners around the
archdiocese. That group of women and
men were officially organized and installed
in February 2016 as the Tolton
Ambassadors Atlanta, leaders charged
with promoting and supporting the
beatification and canonization of Fr.
Tolton within the Archdiocese of Atlanta.
The initial work of promoting Fr. Tolton’s
Cause in Atlanta back in (and prior to)
2014 originally began here at Lyke House.
Today, the Center continues to serve as
the headquarters of the Tolton
Ambassadors Atlanta, a central hub where
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the organization meets monthly to pray
and plan efforts to educate the faithful of
the archdiocese on Fr. Tolton’s virtuous
life. It is not by coincidence that the
Center plays a key role in our local efforts
connected to this national movement.
Lyke House has historically served as an
integral bridge between several
communities. Be it the thousands of
students of the historically Black colleges
and predominantly Black Catholic
parishes and their parishioners, or those
same communities with our organizations
such as Catholic Relief Services, Lyke
House is a key figure in the continued
spiritual growth, maturation, and
evangelization of Catholics in Atlanta.
The story of Fr. Tolton’s life is amplified
tremendously through Lyke House’s
mission, staff, and Students, thus helping
move his Cause for that cannot be
replicated in any other diocese in our
country.The message of his life—a story of
faithfulness to God, courage in the face of
extreme adversity and hardships,

Tolton: From Slave to Priest
and the sacrifice of one’s own life for the sake of God’s kingdom and the fulfilment of
His promises for all people regardless of the color of their skin and their station in
society—becomes a great beacon of hope when it is embraced and echoed by the young
women and men who call Lyke House their home. As such, the Center is very
important and invaluable towards our ministry and mission of making sure all of
Atlanta can know the name of this particular Servant of God.
Moving forward this year, the Tolton Ambassadors Atlanta eagerly anticipates working
with Lyke House to bring Fr. Tolton’s courageous journey to life in new and exciting
ways. In particular, Lyke House will support bringing the one-man multimedia stage
play, Tolton: From Slave to Priest to the Archdiocese of Atlanta next year. The play,
produced by Saint Luke Productions, stars actor Andrae Goodnight as Fr. Augustus
Tolton and will offer the faithful of the archdiocese a compelling and dramatic look
into the inspirational life of this humble priest.
May God bless our continued efforts to tell the story of Fr. Augustus Tolton and his
Cause for Canonization, and we pray that the Lyke House continues to be a blessing for our communities, our students, and all those
seeking to lift up Fr. Tolton’s holiness for the edification of the Church.
Archbishop James P. Lyke, pray for us!
Fr. Augustus Tolton, pray for us!
by Mr. Ashley Morris, Th.M
Convenor, Tolton Ambassadors Atlanta
Associate Director, Office of Intercultural Ethnic Diversity

Lyke House-The Catholic Center at the AUC
Advisory Council

Student Ministry Assistant 2017-2018

Juan & Jean Johnson

Henry Lubin-Clark Atlanta University

Viju & Nikki Sebastian

Leighton Batiste-Morehouse College

Sylvia Battle

Jordan Logan-Clark Atlanta University

Marion & Paulette Lewis

Bowman Scholar/Music Ministers 2017-2018

Michael & Lynne Anidi

Gabriel Savage (Organist)-Morehouse
Britni Ruff (Cantor)-Spelman College

Staff

Jacory Bernard-Morehouse College

Rusia Wilkerson

D’Cherion Nelson (Drummer)-Morehouse

Rudolf Schlosser

Shalyn Carthan-Spelman College
Clarke Brown-Spelman College

Fr. Urey P. Mark

Jameson Floyd (Guitarist)-Morehouse
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2017 Activities at Lyke House
Back to School Barbecue Cook-Out on September 10 was a success

Chess Mentoring Program Resumes at Lyke House

Up coming Events
September 14~ Liturgical Ministry Workshop
October 15 ~ Friends and Family Dedication Mass
November 23 ~Thanksgiving
December 13-22 Pilgrimage to Holy Land & Rome
February 3-6, 2018 CSMG Meeting in Washington DC
May 5, 2018 ~Spring Golf Tournament
May 20-21, 2018 AUC Graduation
May 9-12, 2018 GSU Graduation

How can I support the Lyke House?
There are several ways you can support Lyke House and

participate in our mission and ministry to students.
1. Pray for our students
2. Make a donation to Lyke House

a. Online: www.lykehouse.org click online Donation/Vanco
b. Mail : 809 Beckwith Street, SW Atlanta GA 30314
3. Volunteer your time
4. Sponsor a Sunday brunch
5. Support our Golf Tournament
6. Become Friends of Lyke House
7. Join us for Mass
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