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Thank you for your continued support of the Lyke House, par-
ticularly your prayers and donations during the 2012-2013 school 
year. Because of your continued work, efforts, support and dona-
tions the Center saw an increase in individual gifts from donors.  
Alumni contributions to the Lyke House doubled this school year, 
and we also received more annual pledges that included an in-
crease in monthly donations! It is also because of these dona-
tions that Lyke House will be able to purchace a new piano for 
the Chapel and dedicate a new baptismal font during this year’s 
Dedication Celebration in October.

There are still opportunities for you to donate to Lyke House.  
Visit the Center’s website (www.ImCatholic.org) to donate online 
through the Archdiocese of Atlanta or by clicking on the Georgia 
Gives icon at the bottom of the page.  If you would prefer to send 
contributions through the mail, please do so by addressing your 
letter using the Center’s address listed below.  

We also want to encourage you to call, write or email us with 
your questions or concerns about the Center and the events and 
programs we hold for the staff and students of the Atlanta Uni-
versity Center and the Archdicoese of Atlanta.  Let us know the 
best way to stay in contact with you, whether through email or 
postal mail. 

Once again, thank you for your continued support, and may 
God bless you abundantly as we continue our work for and with 
the Church’s young leaders in the AUC and the Archdiocese of 
Atlanta! U

Greetings
Community of Lyke House 
friends and family!
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(Top) Lyke house sTudenTs afTer rev. msgr. Branch’s 
invesTiTure service. (BoTTom) sTudenTs aT sT. francis 

TaBLe feed The hungry minisTry in downTown aTLanTa.

(Freedom)



A LOOK AT LYKE HOUSE
Spring 2013 Semester

The spring semester of the 2012-2013 school year flew by rather quickly!  At times it seemed as if it was only a few weeks ago when we wel-
comed students back from their Christmas vacations, only to turn right around and wish them a safe and happy summer as they finished their 
finals and packed up to return home.  In the three and a half months we spent with the students at Lyke House, however, there were tons of 

events and programs that took place and brought scores of new students and visitors to the Center regularly: 

January
MLK Jr. Weekend Celebration with the Atlanta Archdiocesan 
 Office for Black Catholic Ministry
MLK Jr. Young Adult Community Service Event

feBruary
“My Country” series featuring “Haiti: Too Rich to Be Poor”
Ash Wednesday Service
Stations of the Cross at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
Day of Reflection at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in 
 Conyers, Georgia

march
Day of Reflection at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in 
 Conyers, Georgia
Holy Thursday and Good Friday Service
Good Friday Pilgrimage with the Atlanta Archdiocesan Peace and   
 Justice Ministry
Death Penalty Forum from Ron Chandonia and Rev. Mr. Chester Griffin 
 from Georgia CatholicsCatholics Against the Death Penalty
Easter Vigil Service at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church

apriL
Mason Harper Memorial Concert
Earth Day Tire Recycling Event sponsored by Atlanta City 
 Councilmember Joyce Sheperd of District 12
Sr. Thea Bowman Scholar Recital/Rev. Monsignor Branch 
 Investiture Vespers with Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory, SLD

may
Town Hall Discussion sponsored by Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity (Boule)
Senior Sunday honoring graduating seniors: Jordan mckinnie, 
 adrianna mitchell, april rushin, and Briana sam
Closing Mass Block Party with AUC Campus Ministers and 
 Ministry Assistants

mLk Jr. young aduLT service opporTuniTy | Jan. 17, 2013

The speLman coLLege gLee cLuB during The mason 
harper memoriaL concerT | apr. 17, 2013

sr. Thea Bowman schoLars reciTaL | apr. 25, 2013

As I reflect on my experience as a Lyke House student over the 
past four years, I remember my first mass, when all things 
began. Now, honestly, I don't remember much from that mass, 

except for the fact that I was late because I walked my confused, 
directionally-challenged freshman self across three campuses, in the rain 
with a wimpy umbrella, until I found the place tucked behind Woodruff 
Library. All I had was the vague memory of my mother whisking me 
briefly by The Center in her mini-van, as if I was going to remember 
where it was later. Surprisingly, I did, and that, in and of itself, is a testa-

ment to God's willing me to be here!
Now, I do remember the startling sound of the drums at that first mass; the deep, resonant booms of those congas echoing against the walls 

of the chapel felt like a moment of awakening, a calling perhaps. I remember taking note of how involved the students were in that mass: they 
proclaimed, they sang, they danced, they served in more ways than one. I also remember awing at the charcoaled portraits of past students on the 
library walls, which honored them for their exemplary scholarship, leadership, and service to The Center. Lyke House's commitment to its students 
and to its Black Catholic heritage inspired me on a subconscious level. 

The Center became the ultimate gift that offered me three things in exchange for my fervor and dedication: God, family, and personal growth. 
Lyke House, the pulse of my college experience, welcomed me into an arena that further acquainted me with God, other students, and even myself. 
From boisterous yet enlightening Liturgy meetings, to early mornings for Service Saturdays, to the intimate solidarity of the Easter Triduum, we all 
found our voices and our sense of accountability and leadership as we learned and prayed and served and grew closer together. With my enthusiasm 
and ambition (to a fault), I served as lector, acolyte, event coordinator, waterless car washer, poetry spitter, t-shirt designer, campus publicist, and 
briefly as NCSC President. But the experience was so rewarding, as Lyke House, in return, gave me life-changing retreats, life-long lessons, life-
long friends, and even life-long love. 

Now, that I have arrived as a Lyke House alumna, I realize that God has brought me to a new place and has matured me into a new woman via 
all my Lyke House adventures. I'm proud to say that who I am today is who I so desperately wanted to be as a muddled freshman wandering in the 
rain four years ago. 

As I end what began with memory, I recall our last Lyke House Mass when I received an answer to a quiet prayer.  As our community honored 
all of its graduating seniors for their presence and involvement, Monsignor Branch embraced me and announced my nomination as this year's New-
man Scholar. I was so honored, grateful, and overwhelmed with joy that I would be remembered on the walls of the place that I called home, that I 
had imparted my small legacy of love to my spiritual alma mater. 

But the most amazing thing of all is that my connection, our connection to Lyke House does not end here...it is only the beginning.U

Home Sweet 
Lyke House

by Adrianna Mitchell
2013 Newman Scholar of the Year

rev. msgr. Branch wiTh adrianna miTcheLL | apr. 25, 2013

earTh day Tire recycLing evenT, aTLanTa disTricT 12 | 
apr. 20, 2013

Rev. Monsignor Branch’s Investiture Service | Apr. 25, 2013
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News from the Sr. Thea Bowman Scholars Program

Stephen M. Lee

Save the Date!

At the conclusion of all fraternal gatherings, my brothers and I sing: “College days swiftly pass; 
imbued with memories fond …” These sober words remind us that life is fleeting, and “time is filled 
with swift transition.”  Such is the case with our 2012-2013 Lyke House Liturgical Year.  A total of 

two-hundred-fifty eight (258) days, thirty (30) Sunday liturgies, ten (10) extra liturgical celebrations and an 
inordinate amount of rehearsals, extra rehearsals, planning meetings, emails, texts and phone conversations  
passed ever so swiftly and imbued with lessons learned.

Although I can not attest to any lessons that our Bowman Scholars may have learned, I can articulate with 
some clarity three of my own “ah ha” moments; i.e., my own lessons learned. The Lyke House staff, the Bow-
man Scholars, AUC students and visiting friends of the AUC have been invaluable instructors in my ongoing 
formation:

1.  Early on I realized that the Sr. Thea Bowman Scholars were not the Lyke House “Chapel Choir” or the 
Lyke House “Praise Team.” They were and are Student/Scholars, Servant/Leaders who are actively involved 
in an ongoing process of music, worship and liturgical formation. Not only do the Bowman Scholars welcome 
and engage the Lyke House community during our on-campus liturgical celebrations, they also share their 

musical leadership/gifts beyond the AUC as student “witness bearers” to the Lyke House’s tradition of being a “liturgical laboratory.”
2.  As the Mason D. Harper Artist in Residence I realized that my saying “yes” to the call of service was not a call to “take charge” as a “Di-

rector of Music and Liturgy.” I was not called to be the Lyke House Choir Director, Pianist or Composer. My charge was and still is to serve, to 
develop the musical gifts, talents and leadership skills of the Bowman Scholars and to search the AUC for others who will share their musical gifts 
with our Lyke House worshiping community.

3.  The music from the African-American worship and liturgical experience is rich and diverse.  As the Mason D. Harper Artist in Residence, I 
can aid the Lyke House in reclaiming the old, discovering the new and embracing the fullness of faith-building and faith-sustaining African-Amer-
ican music. I have the ability to contextualize this music in a printed format (sheet music) which can help to authentically capture the essence and 
the myriad of African-American musical expressions used as celebration and prayer. 

I’ve learned many more lessons this past year, and no doubt, I will learn many more in years to come. I’ve learned from my mountain top expe-
riences: seeing the Bowman Scholars competently lead the Lyke House community during Sir Knight Clarence Lott’s Centennial Birthday Celebra-
tion and during Monsignor Branch’s Investiture and Evening Prayer and Praise Service. I’ve even learned from my valley wanderings.  Most of all, 
I’ve learned how to “say yes,” for it was Bowman Scholar, Briana Sam, who said, in the spring of 2012, “Mr. Lee… just come on over to the Lyke 
House…your spirit is already here.”  How prophetic! U

by Stephen M. Lee, Lyke House Mason D. Harper Artist in Residence

Sacrificing for Lent: A Reflection

My name is Rosine Dushime and I am a third year Rwan-
dan Presidential Scholar attending Spelman College in 

Atlanta, Georgia.  Lent is one of my favorite seasons of liturgi-
cal calendar, and as we commemorate the forty days of fasting 
and prayer that Jesus experienced in the desert before He began 
His public ministry, it is a good time to build my relationship 
with God through prayers, fasting and almsgiving.  Those days 
of temptations and self-denial reveal to me the resolve and the 
conviction of the Lord who leads me through the desert of my 
own adversity.  It is a season to come back to the Lord who 

calls me to return to him, and to avail myself of that great bounty which God has 
spread before me. 

 As a college student at Spelman College, sacrificing something precious is 
helpful in my academic and spiritual life; it is an aid to prayer.  It is a link to my 
concerns to those who are suffering from poverty, injustices of economic and polit-
ical structures.  Back home in Africa, there are many poor people, and fasting helps 
me to become more closely in touch with them, especially those who have little to 
eat.  When we fast from food it is to be accompanied by a loving and forgiving at-
titude towards others.  Sacrificing symbolizes my dependence on God, it expresses 
the fact that I am really trying to put God first in my life.  It does not matter what 
I “give up” if this action does not bring me closer to God.  Fasting entails giving 
things up so that the discipline of lent may purify my mind.  

In this AUC community, it is also good thing to give up vices; the effort could 
move to taking on additional responsibilities, providing service to others.  The 
ultimate goal is to see the Lord in the sacrifices we make. U

by Rosine Dushime, Lyke House Student

Lyke House Staff: Reverend Monsignor Edward B. Branch, D.Min, Catholic Chaplain •  frbranch@lykehouse.org | Mr. Ashley 
Morris, Asst. Campus Minister • amorris@lykehouse.org | Ms. Sandra J. Reese, Development Coordinator • sreese@lykehouse.org
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@TheLykeHouse

Facebook.com/lykehouse

Visit Lyke House on the Internet!

Lyke House
Dedication Weekend 2013

October 17 - 20, 2013
Stay posted for a schedule of events!

 www.ImCatholic.org




