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The Mission of Lyke House: The Catholic Center at AUC is to establish spiritual, academic, and faith development for the
Atlanta University Center family, with a spirit of Christian love and service in the Black Catholic tradition of Campus Ministry.

My Experience

at the Catholic Center

I

by Reginal Steward
Catholic Center Alumni

remember as if it were yesterday, before the first day of classes, my parents brought
me to St. Anthony’s and introduced me to Fr. Branch (oops I mean Msgr. Branch).
After that visit I couldn’t use the excuse that I didn’t know where the closest Catholic
Church was located. Msgr. Branch is a wealth of knowledge and he has been a spiritual
mentor and close friend since we met.
While in college, the first Monday of every month The Catholic Center (Lyke House)
would host a monthly meeting at which we received spiritual nourishment and we were
fed a home cooked meal. The Catholic Center was (and continues to be) more than just a
place to go to church, it is a community, it is camaraderie, it is family, and it is fun.
Before Mass was held in the Blue House, there was a van that picked us up on campus
and shuttled us to St. Anthony’s. At the time I didn’t realize what seed God was planting, but every Sunday I would small talk with the driver…over the course of the year he
and I became friends and until this day he is still one of my closest friends. A lot of my
fondest memories from college centered on the Catholic Center, not only the physical
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building, but also the relationships formed there. My experience has been that it’s more
than what happened while at the Lyke House during college years, but the immeasurable
effect the Lyke House has had on me in my lifetime.
As we grow in life, we must always remember to continue growing and studying our faith. Msgr. Branch introduced
me to The Dynamic Catholic Institute (TDCI) which strives to help Catholics stay engaged in the faith. Research that
TDCI conducted says that highly engaged Catholics are generous with what God has blessed us with. Just as we invest
in our worldly retirement, we should also invest in our Kingdom Retirement; this can come by way of Time, Talent
and/or Treasure. In order for Catholic spiritual development at the AUC to continue flourishing, I feel compelled to
pray for the Lyke House and to financially help keep the “Lyke” bill on! I encourage you to do the same. U
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A LOOK AT LYKE HOUSE
Fall 2013 Semester

he 2013-2014 fall semester at Lyke House was filled with many exciting events and several activities that kept the students engaged and excited about the ministries offered by the Center. From Msgr. Branch’s homily series on the seven pilars of Catholic spirituality, to the weekly
Scandal watch parties, students had a wide array of opportunities to participate fully in the life of Lyke House. Take a look at our fall semester
by viewing the pictures placed throughout the newsletter:

Wedding of lasheka beaman and ashley
morris | october 12, 2013

All photos © Aliaks Klyshevich, DomFoto.com

My Lyke House Experience
by Ladira James
Lyke House Ministry Assistant

I

—Ladira Debria James—am now a junior Psychology major with a concentration in Adolescents at the illustrious Clark Atlanta University. This
is my third year at the university and I have been very involved on campus
and in serving the community, as well as staying strong in my church foundation.
I am a part of Women of the Well: Exodus Chapter (a Christian based organization for women) where I hold the position as President. I also express my
feelings through dance in the Heavenly Divine Praise Dance Ministry where I
hold the title as Co-President, a Ministry Assistant at Lyke House; The Catholic Center at AUC, a member of the Psi Chi International Honor Society (for
Psychology Majors), member of the Alpha Kappa Mu Honor Society (for the
top juniors and seniors that maintain a 3.36 average or higher) as well as a participant in many other activities around the campus. Although I am involved in
different campus activities I remain to stay focus on my scholarly duties as a
student and Lyke House has played a major role in me maintaining and striving for excellence.
I come from a family that has always been heavily involved in the Catholic
Church and, when I came to college I wanted to continue that involvement.
Moving away from my family, I knew no one at CAU, which would cause me
to have to reach out and meet new people. However, when I first stepped foot
into Lyke House, I was timid, and wanted to sit back, even though I was involved in my home parish. That, tactic did not last long at all. The Lyke House
Ladira james
students quickly welcomed me in, and got me involved as if I had been attending Lyke House for years. I have built such strong bonds with the students here, and they are truly amazing individuals! We support
each other, serve the community, have fun, learn, and discuss our faith, all while glorifying God.
Lyke House has given me a better insight on my African American Heritage and what it means to be a Black Catholic. It has given
me the opportunity to explore my Catholic faith and grow as a person, as a student, and as a firm believer in Christ. Through my work
as a Ministry Assistant, I have been able to fully understand what kind of resource we can be for other students, and I truly feel that
the Atlanta University Center (AUC) is blessed to have a student center like Lyke House.
For me, Lyke House, The Catholic Center at AUC is my second home, and I cannot imagine my college experience without it and I
pray that Lyke House will continue to be a meaningful place for students in the AUC for a long time. U

SAVE THE DATE:

msgr. branch (center) with guest speaker mrs.
lasheka b. morris, and merrine mcdonald award
recipients Mr. Alan and Mrs. pat pinado during
Dedication weekend | oct. 20, 2013

Sr. Thea Bowman Scholars Concert
Friday, February 7, 2014

(from l to r) former sr. thea Bowman scholars
tyrone clinton, Jr., Jillian Johnson, and briana sam
at lyke house’s dedication weekend | oct. 20, 2013

lyke house students at pan african catholic
mass and celebration | oct. 5, 2013

dedication weekend day of service: st. francis table feed of
the catholic shrine of the immaculate conception |
oct. 19, 2013

lyke house students
during sunday brunch | nov. 17, 2013

Visit Lyke House on the Internet!
youth choir practice for 2014 mlk jr. weekend celebration |
nov. 24, 2013

@TheLykeHouse

Facebook.com/lykehouse

www.ImCatholic.org
blessing and lighting the advent wreath |
dec. 4, 2013

Here’s how you can give today to Lyke House:
Visit the Atlanta Archdiocesan website, www.archatl.com,
click on GIVING:ONLINE GIVING, scroll down to LYKE
HOUSE-ATLANTA UNIV. CENTER, and GIVE TODAY!

Lyke House Staff: Reverend Monsignor Edward B. Branch, D.Min, Catholic Chaplain • msgr.branch@lykehouse.org |
Mr. Ashley Morris, Asst. Campus Minister • amorris@lykehouse.org | Ms. Sandra J. Reese, Development Coordinator • sreese@lykehouse.org

